
 
 
FRAME Meetings 
FRAME meetings are held twice per year, one hosted by an RCS which provides an opportunity to 
showcase their facilities, local activities and programs. The second is hosted by the Department of 
Health and Ageing and the Australian National University in Canberra, providing an opportunity for 
FRAME to develop effective relationships with relevant stakeholders and influence governmental 
policy direction. 
  
Australian Rural Clinical Schools 
The Australian Government’s Rural Clinical School’s Program was launched in 2000 as part of a 
concerted effort to address rural, remote and regional medical workforce shortages by enlisting 
Australian medical schools to deliver rural medical training, recruiting rural medical students and 
promoting and encouraging rural medical careers. 

As a result, Rural Clinical Schools (RCS) deliver significant components of the medial curriculum in a 
rural environment and are now integral structures within host university medical schools. Importantly, 
the development of the RCS program has enabled local construction and furnishing of teaching and 
learning facilities and student accommodation in dozens of rural and regional locations across 
Australia. There are a number of alternative clinical training models and 17 RCS across Australia. 
 
FRAME Aims 
The original aims devised at the Pinjarra meeting still drive the FRAME network. They are to: 

• promote rural medical education as an essential and successful component of Australia’s 
rural medical workforce, higher education and regional development strategies 

• provide an efficient and transparent vehicle for influencing national policy that effects 
the goals and function of the Rural Clinical Training and Support program throughout 
Australia 

• facilitate the successful development and maintenance of the RCTS program in all 
medical schools through collaboration, discussion and sharing of ideas 

• work collaboratively with other relevant national organisations, in particular, the 
Australian College of Rural and Remote Medicine (ACRRM), the Australian Rural Health 
Education Network (ARHEN), and Medical Deans of Australia and New Zealand (MDANZ) 

 
FRAME Policy Group 
The FRAME Policy Group sets the FRAME directions and acts as a sounding board for policy matters. 
It meets regularly with the Executive of the Australian Rural Health Education Network (ARHEN), the 
peak body for University Departments of Rural Health (UDRH) to encourage collaboration. 

http://www.health.gov.au/internet/publications/publishing.nsf/Content/work-st-rcts-2011-14-toc%7Ework-st-rcts-2011-14-atta
https://www.acrrm.org.au/
http://www.arhen.org.au/
http://www.medicaldeans.org.au/

